University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

ScholarWorks@UARK
Animal Science Newsletter

Animal Science

Spring 2018

ANSC, Spring 2018
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Department of Animal Sciences

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uark.edu/anscnews

Citation
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Department of Animal Sciences. (2018). ANSC, Spring 2018. Animal
Science Newsletter. Retrieved from https://scholarworks.uark.edu/anscnews/13

This Periodical is brought to you for free and open access by the Animal Science at ScholarWorks@UARK. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Animal Science Newsletter by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UARK.
For more information, please contact scholar@uark.edu.

Spring 2018

Animal Science Faculty
Name/Specialty

Phone/Email

Looper, Michael
Department Head

479-575-3745
looper@uark.edu

Ahrens, Chelsey

501-671-2067
Specialty Livestock/Youth Edu. cahrens@uaex.edu
Apple, Jason
Meat Science

479-575-4840
japple@uark.edu

Beck, Paul
Ruminant Nutrition

870-777-9702
pbeck@uaex.edu

Coffey, Ken
Ruminant Nutrition

479-575-2112
kcoffey@uark.edu

Gadberry, Shane
Beef Nutrition
Huang, Yan
Muscle Biology
Jogan, Kathi
Equine

501-671-2169
sgadberry@uaex.edu
479-575-6397
yxh010@uark.edu
479-575-6300
kjogan@uark.edu

Jennings, John
Forage Systems

501-671-2350
jjennings@uaex.edu

Kegley, Beth
Ruminant Nutrition

479-575-3050
ekegley@uark.edu

Kutz, Bryan
Livestock Judging

479-575-4337
bkutz@uark.edu

Maxwell, Charles
Swine Nutrition

479-575-211
cmaxwell@uark.edu

Philipp, Dirk
Forage Nutrition

479-575-7914
dphilipp@uark.edu

Pohlman, Fred
Meat Science

479-575-5634
fpohlma@uark.edu

Potter, Daniel
Equine Program

479-575-4380
dspotter@uark.edu

Powell, Jeremy
Veterinarian

479-575-5136
jerpow@uark.edu

Rorie, Rick
Repro Physiology

479-575-6398
rorie@uark.edu

Rosenkrans, Charles
Repro Physiology

479-575-4376
crosenkr@uark.edu

Russell, Mark
Equine

501-671-2190
mrrussell@uaex.edu

Thomas, Lauren
Animal Health

479-575-5917
lrt03@uark.edu

Ward, Heidi
Veterinarian

501-671-2162
hward@uaex.edu

Yazwinski, Tom
Parasitology

479-575-4398
yazwinsk@uark.edu

Zhao, Jiangchao
Bacterial Immunology

479-575-6323
jzhao77@uark.edu

Spring 2018
Published by the University of Arkansas
Department of Animal Science
Editor: Lauren Husband
lhusband@uark.edu
http://animal-science.uark.edu
Animal Science - UA

2

Animal Science Newsletter

In the Loop
Greetings
from
your Department of
Animal Science!
Spring was a busy
semester and it appears the summer
will even be busier.
New student orientations are already
Michael Looper
scheduled for the
Department Head
entire month of
June, scientific meetings are planned for June and July, and
our annual departmental retreat and Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association Annual
Convention will round out the summer.
Further, summer is usually a time of
added focus on our research programs.
Several graduate students have or will
complete their program requirements
this spring or summer. We wish them
the very best in their future endeavors.
In April, the Department held our annual Awards and Scholarship Banquet.
Three alumni and one ‘Friend’ of the
Department were recognized for their
outstanding contributions and achievements in the animal sciences. We also
recognized scholarship winners, as well
as undergraduate and graduate student
awardees. Fourteen students were accepted into veterinarian medicine school
and 10 graduates will begin either a
MS or PhD program this fall at other
Universities. Please take a few minutes
to read more about the Banquet in the
following pages. I want to thank Lauren
Husband and the REPS group again this
year for coordinating and hosting the
awards banquet. Congratulations to all
awardees!
Kudos to the UA Ranch Horse Team!
They brought BACK home the American Stock Horse Association Division
II National Championship for the second straight year. This is an incredible
achievement. Congratulations to the
team and coach Daniel Potter! Additionally, the Livestock Judging team
won overall reserve championship team

honors at the Dixie National Livestock
Show, the largest pro rodeo east of the
Mississippi. Nice job Bryan Kutz and
team!
The Department has established the
first collegiate cattlemen’s association on
the UA campus. I want to extend my appreciation to graduate student Michael
Hickinbotham for all his efforts. The
collegiate organization will be directly
affiliated with the Arkansas Cattlemen’s
Association. Best wishes to the newly-elected President, Kylee Sigmon and
the entire Board of Directors.
The Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Arena hosted a variety of educational events this spring including the
Arkansas Beef Quiz Bowl, State FFA
contests, Hog Wild FFA event, County
Extension Agent In-Service Training,
and Farm Friends experience. I want
to acknowledge and thank our Animal
Science Graduate Student Association
for hosting the “Hog Trot” run to raise
money for the NWA Center for Autism
and Developmental Disabilities. The
Block and Bridle Club hosted the Razorback Classic and Cattle for a Cause dual
ring show, as well as the Association of
Northwest Arkansas Riding Clubs horse
show. Lensey Watson was awarded 2nd
place outstanding senior and Zena Hicks
was named 3rd place outstanding junior
at the National Block and Bridle Club
Convention in Orlando.
Our staff are some of the most dedicated and hard-working people you will
meet. Congratulations to Dr. T.C. Tsai,
Chris Hart, and Kenny Simon on their
recent promotions. Well deserved!
Please let us know if we can assist you.
As always, feel free to contact me [looper@uark.edu; (479) 575-3745] or stop by
and visit when you are in Fayetteville.

Michael Looper
Department Head
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Chairback Order Form
Please use separate page if needed.
Donor Information
Name:
		
Address:
		
Phone:
Email:

Support Animal Science Department Scholarships

Please list information desired on
chairback:

By buying a chairback in the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center
You can support scholarships for Department of Animal Science students and receive
permanent recognition by purchasing a chairback in the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science
Center. Purchases are tax deductible and can
be made in the name of an individual, a business, or in honor or memory of a loved one
or friend. If you are a former judging team
member and would like to purchase a seat in
honor of your judging team, contact Bryan

Kutz at 479-575-4337.
Chairbacks are available for a minimum
donation of $500, although many individuals
have donated more.
If you would like to help with scholarships
by purchasing a chairback, fill out the form
to the right and mail it with a check made out
to Agricultural Development Council, with a
notation of Arena Chairback to the address
on the form at the right.

Make checks payable to:
University of Arkansas Foundation
Please make a notation: Arena Chairback
Mail to: Connie Stewart
University of Arkansas
1120 W. Maple
Dept. of Animal Science
Fayetteville, AR 72701
spring 2018
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Awards & Scholarship Banquet

Department Presents Awards of Distinction to Alumni and Friends
The Department of Animal Science presented
its 2018 Awards of Distinction during its annual
Awards and Scholarship Banquet on April 24th at
the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center.
Also honored at the banquet were students who
received scholarships for the 2018-19 academic year.
The department presented almost $50,000 in scholarships to 50 students this year.
The banquet was hosted by the Animal Science
REPS group, which, this year, consisted of Shelby
Lowery, Kelsey Treichler, Amy Frank, Ashley Finney, Mersady Redding, Sophia Mauldin, Shannon
Leonard, Bailey Carpenter, Holley Herndon, and
Kelsey Johnson.
The 2018 Awards of Distinction recipients are:
Advanced Graduates of Distinction – Ellen Davis
and Michelle Caldwell; Graduate of Distinction –
Rebecca Simon; Friend of the Department – the
Bogle Family. Each awardee was recognized for his
or her contributions to animal science industry and
research, as well as to the Department of Animal
Science.
Dr. Ellen Davis was raised on a row crop
and livestock farm in Eastern North Carolina. She received her B.S. in animal science
from North Carolina State University,
M.S. in animal nutrition from Oklahoma
State University, and
Ph.D. in animal science from the University of Arkansas,
where her research
focused on nutritional immunology
in the young pig unDr. Ellen Davis
der the guidance of
Dr. Charles Maxwell.
Currently, Davis is the Monogastric Field
Technical Service Manager for Arm &
Hammer Animal Nutrition. Previously, she
served as the Immunology Research & Development Director at Agro BioSciences
Inc., as the Research & Development Director at DuPont Nutrition and Health, and as
the Director of Swine Research at Agtech
Products Inc..
In her spare time, Davis enjoys reading,
recreational swimming, thoroughbred horse
racing, and riding her horses in local hunter/
jumper shows.
4
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Michelle Caldwell received her B.A. in
Biology from Transylvania University, her
A.A.S. in Veterinary Technology from Morehead State University,
and her M.S. in Animal Science with
research on the influence of wet-aging on
bloom time and rebloom time of beef
from the University
of Arkansas.
Caldwell is currently a Senior Business
Development ManMichelle Caldwell
ager for Walmart,
where she is the technical liaison and subject matter expert between the suppliers and
buyers. She develops and maintains product
specifications for all fresh pork and smoked
meats to ensure quality and consistent product. Caldwell also conducts on-site supplier
audits to determine if specifications are being met and plants are operating in accordance with Walmart standards.
Her current position has allowed her to
work closely with the National Pork Board.
She was a member of the charter Industry
Audit Task Force, which first developed the
Common Swine Industry Audit. She is also a
member of the National Pork Board’s Retail
Advisory Committee and is PAACO certified as a Meat Plant Welfare Auditor.
Dr. Rebecca Simon, has been a Family
Medicine Physician in her hometown of
Harrison, AR since 2009. Simon earned her
B.S. in Animal Science from the University of Arkansas,
graduating Summa
Cum Laude in 2002.
She attended medical
school at the University of Arkansas College of Medicine in
Little Rock, graduated with honors, and
accomplished
her
Dr. Rebecca Simon
postgraduate residency training at Via Christi Family Medicine
Residency in Wichita, KS.
As owner and sole proprietor of a thriving

general family medicine practice, her practice has grown to include all ages, from newborn to geriatrics, with a special interest in
preventative health and nutrition.
Simon is an active leader in her community,
recently playing an integral role as obstetric
and nursery department chair and physician
champion in her local hospital’s successful
endeavor to become a nationally recognized
baby-friendly hospital.
Simon is married to Nicholas Simon, also a
U of A Animal Science graduate. They have
two children, Jacob and June. They live on a
cattle farm just outside of Harrison, where
they are fortunate enough to be able to put
into practice the knowledge gained from the
Department of Animal Science.
Bob and Marilyn Bogle and the entire
Bogle family have been long-time supporters of the University of Arkansas.
They have been
committed to the
support of excellence in academics
and athletics on the
UA campus. Eight
members of the
Bogle family have
graduated
from
the
University
of
Bob & Marilyn Bogle
Arkansas including
Bob Bogle, David Bogle, Bob & Becky Alexander, Dr. James & Ann McKenzie, Ben
Bogle, & Erin Easley.
In addition to their support of Bumpers
College and the Department of Animal Science, the Bogle’s are life members of the Arkansas Alumni Association, members of the
Chancellor’s Society, and are recognized as
“Thoroughreds” for their consecutive years
of giving to the university.
Their support is also evidenced by the Bob
and Marilyn Bogle Academic Center, an endowed gymnastics scholarship, the Bev Lewis Center, and the George Billingsley Tennis
Center. They have also supported the renovation and expansion of Donald W. Reynolds Razorback Stadium and Baum Stadium.
In May 2008, Bogle Park, one of the nation’s
premier softball facilities, was officially dedicated. }

Awards & Scholarship Banquet

Outstanding Student Awards Presented to High Achievers
Each year, Bumpers College asks the Department
to select an outstanding undergraduate, transfer,
masters, and doctoral student. This year’s outstanding graduates are: Undergraduate – Morgan Stanley; Transfer – Taylor Butler; Masters – Elizabeth
Palmer; Doctoral – Jase Ball. The Paul R Noland
Graduate Student Award is awarded to masters and
doctoral students. It is named in honor of Dr. Paul
Noland, a Department of Animal Science faculty
member from 1951 until his retirement as department head in 1994.
Taylor Butler

Morgan Stanley is a senior Animal Science major with a Pre-Veterinary medicine
concentration. She is from Tulsa, Oklahoma
and was recently accepted into the Oklahoma State University
College of Veterinary Medicine, where
she will begin school
this August. She currently serves as the
Pre-Vet Club Secretary and is a member
of multiple Honors
Societies.
Morgan
is keeping an open
mind regarding her
Morgan Stanley
career after veterinary school; She is interested in both small
animal and equine medicine and is considering becoming a board certified surgeon.
Taylor Butler is a junior from Beebe, Arkansas who is currently pursuing a degree in
Animal Science with a Pre-Veterinary med-

icine concentration.
She is currently a
member of the PreVet Club and Block
& Bridle Club, and
she plans to graduate
in 2019. After graduation, Butler hopes
to attend veterinary
school abroad and
work in a veterinary
medicine practice.

The Paul R Noland Graduate Student Award
is given to the winner of an annual competition. The
competition judges animal science graduate students
in three areas: abstract, oral presentation, and curriculum vitae. One masters student and one doctoral
student is awarded a travel stipend to apply toward
travel to regional or national conventions at which
they will present research. The winners of the Paul
R Noland awards also represent the Department of
Animal Science as the outstanding graduate students
at the Bumpers College Awards Ceremony and the
Animal Science Award
and Scholarship Banquet.

Elizabeth Palmer

Elizabeth Palmer
grew up on a small
farm in Bernville,
Pennsylvania.
She
received her B.S. in
Animal Science from
Penn State University. After graduating

from Penn State in 2016, Palmer moved to
the University of Arkansas to pursue her
M.S. in Animal Science with emphasis on
ruminant nutrition and health under the direction of Dr. Beth Kegley. Palmer will begin
her Ph.D. program this August at the University of Florida focusing on beef cattle mineral nutrition.
Jase Ball was raised on a commercial
cow-calf ranch in Llano, Texas. Ball received
a B.S. in Agricultural
Economics with an
emphasis in Agribusiness
Management and M.S. in
Animal Science with
an emphasis in Meat
Science with research
focusing on alternative ingredient technologies in ground
beef patties from
Jase Ball
Tarleton State University. Ball is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in
Animal Science at the University of Arkansas under the direction of Dr. Beth Kegley,
with an emphasis in ruminant nutrition and
health, where his dissertation evaluates the
effect of castration, castration method, and
implantation in male beef calves in all phases
of production. Ball will finish his Ph.D. in
May 2018 and has accepted a position with
Zoetis in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he
will be a Clinician in their Livestock Research
and Development group. }

American Society of Animal Science Scholastic Achievement Awards
The American Society of Animal Science
Scholastic Achievement Awards are presented to students who rank among the top 10%
of the Department of Animal Science senior, junior, and sophomore classes.
The recipients must have the intention of
pursuing a career in animal science. Those
honored will have their names published in
the Journal of Animal Science. This year’s honorees were presented plaques at the banquet.
Seniors: Jennifer Barnett, Bailey Carpen-

ter, Ashley Hanks, Zena Hicks, Robert Hudgens, Kelsey Johnson, Callan Lichtenwalter,
Hannah Maxwell, and Mersady Redding
Juniors: Gabrielle Abbott, Taylor Butler, Kaylee Chambers, Hanna Dickey, Brady
Martin, Jeffrey Robe, and Elle Anna Rottman
Sophomores: Noah Black-Ocken, Daniella Duran, April Lasiter, Madison Looper,
Abbigail Merrill, Hunter Usdrowski, and Abigail Wilmoth }

REPS member Kelsey Johnson presents an ASAS
plaque to senior Hannah Maxwell.
spring 2018
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Scholarships & Departmental Activities

Almost $50,000 Awarded to 2018-19 ANSC Scholarship Recipients
Scholarship recipients were selected by committee of
Animal Science faculty. Winners were chosen based
on academic merit and departmental involvement.
Arkansas Cattleman’s Assoc Scholarship
Spencer Thraikill

Dr., Mrs. Paul Lewis Senior Scholarship
Victoria Reid, Heather Johnson, Kristie Glass,
Emily Efird

Arkansas Beefmaster Scholarship
Arykah Cotton

Danny Metz Scholarship
Hailey Hilfiker, Jurnee Wilson

A.L. Neumann Scholarship
Kelsey Johnson, Amy Frank, Erin Davis,
Lauren Hogner, Bailey Carpenter, Lillian
Meadors, Ashley Hanks, Shelby Horton,
Madison Stamps, Paul Wolf, Rachel Stull,
Brady Rowland, Haley Robinson, Nathan
Davis, Abbigail Merrill, Eva Short, Grace
Clark, Mackenzie Overstreet, Jordan Volkmann, MacKenzie Cole, Emma Wisdom

Arkansas State Farm Credit Scholarship
Hunter Usdrowski

Paul R Noland Scholarship
Lauren Zell, Maryrose Warren, Darynne Dahlem

Will, Frances Dorough Scholarship
Mason Plunk

C.J. Brown Scholarship
Tristan Cunningham

OT Stallcup Scholarship
Meredith Hayden

Ned Ray Purtle Scholarship
Lacy Barrett

Robert Felsman Scholarship
Howard Stettmeier

Nancy Jack Award for Equine Excellence
Jordan Payton

Ned Ray Purtle Scholarship
Michael McFarland, Baily Eden

Dr. Richard and Ann Fulton Scholarship
Olivia Jones, Jeffrey Dixon

PLR Farms/JO, Marie Parker Scholarship
Jeffrey Robe

Dr. Calvin Willis Scholarship
Ted Chambers

Carl, Florence King Pre-Vet Scholarship
Annalee Parker, Laurel Dhority, Rachel Ranells

Brangus Endowed Scholarship
Paul Shanks

Florence E King Equine Scholarship
Gabrielle Abbott

Ben Israel Family Equine Scholarship
Rachel Hartman, Tiffany Wood

To apply for a 2019-20 Department of Animal
Science or Bumpers College scholarship, visit animal-science.uark.edu or bumperscollege.uark.edu.
Scholarship applications are open from January 1February 15 every year. }

AR Meat Processors Judging Scholarship
Ava Hicks

Ph.D. Candidate Conducts Forage Nutrition Research at North Farm
Animal science Ph.D. candidate Jose Diaz
has been working on research regarding cattle grazing preferences related to tall fescue
and alfalfa grass over the past several months.
Diaz has been conducting his research
with forage agronomist Dirk Philipp and ruminant nutritionist Ken Coffey. The team is
attempting to better understand the issue of
pasture bloat. Although alfalfa is recognized
as one of the most nutritious forages available, its usage is limited due to its propensity
to cause bloat in cattle. This problem can be
attributed to its high protein, low fiber structure.
Fescue, however, presents its own issue:
fescue toxicosis. Although fescue is an incredibly prolific forage, it can cause severe
health issues and decreased production in
some cattle.
“Even if fescue has toxins, the cattle were
grazing much better on fescue than on alfal6
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fa,” said Diaz. “They don’t like alfalfa. The
cows only graze the top of the alfalfa plant,
so it’s all concentrated high protein content.
Fescue has a lot of fiber and the bacteria in

Jose Diaz takes a sample of rumen fluid for testing.

the rumen needs significant fiber in order to
work correctly and make nutrients.”
For the study, the team coordinated two
trials—one in the fall and one in the spring.
During the fall trial, the cows grazed tall fescue, and in the spring they grazed alfalfa. The
format of the two trials was identical.
The team began each trial by observing
the cattle. They noted actions throughout the
day such as laying down, grazing, ruminating, and idling. They also took rumen samples from cannulated cows every two hours
to track diet selectivity over the course of the
day. In the second section of the trials, the
team began the day with total rumen evacuations. After removing the rumen’s contents,
the cows are allowed to graze on either tall
fescue or alfalfa for 20 minutes. Samples are
taken from the rumen to track diet selection
during different parts of the day. The team
finished its last trial in mid May. }

Departmental Activities

Animal Science North Farm Expands Sheep Flock with Dorper Ewes
A new project at the North Farm has begun to take shape over the past few months.
A flock of 38 Dorper ewes have made their
home next to the calf barn. The addition of
these Dorpers is a collaboration between ruminant nutritionist Dr. Ken Coffey, forage
agronomist Dr. Dirk Philipp, and farm technician Darren Bignar.
“Last October, we had a set of ewes that
were on trial,” said Bignar. “These were hair
ewes, but inconsistent size and shape. After
we finished the trial, Dr. Coffey wanted to
find a small ruminant that would be uniform
size, hearty, and could lamb on their own
with as little input from us as possible. We
also wanted something that could be used
for generations in research trials by breeding
a good flock—something that will grow fast
and well.”
After some research, Bignar decided to
look into Dorper sheep. Dopers are currently uncommon in Arkansas but are gaining
popularity in Texas and Oklahoma. Their
growing popularity is a result of their great
parasite resistance, quick maturity, self-sufficiency, and impressive fertility. In some cases, Dorpers have replaced entire flocks of
meat goats on farms.
After searching all over Arkansas, Bignar
finally tracked down 21 Dorpers for sale in
Dewey, Texas. Although a great start to a
commercial flock, the researchers desired a
more uniform sheep.
“I had talked to some people about expanding the flock and eventually found a
ram that we liked around Christmas,” said
Bignar. “We then found a few more ewes
that we were able to pick up, but we wanted 35 head, and we just weren’t there yet. I
talked to some people who had some bigger
flocks of around 200 to 300 head, and they

got me in touch with some people from the
American Dorper Sheep Breeder’s Society
(ADSBS). The society put the word out to
their members, and they said they might be
able to get us a grant. So we worked on the
grant for a few months, but they ended up
not having the funding.”
After some hopeful communication with
ADSBS, Bignar decided to attend the 2018
ADSBS Annual General Membership meeting on April 20th in Duncan, Oklahoma to
evaluate his options. When he arrived, 13
head of exceptional Dorper ewes donated
by ADSBS members were waiting for him.
“They said they had eight head for me. I
got to the meeting, and they had 13 head of
really, really nice Dorper ewes,” said Bignar.
“They went above and beyond anything I
could have expected they’d do for us. I can’t

Dorpers vary in color, size, and wool texture.

Dorpers shed their wool naturally in the summer.

Farm technician Darren Bignar leads a flock of Dorper ewes to the feeding trough.

say enough about ADSBS. We’ve gotten so
much help from them in learning how to
maintain these animals.”
The new addition has topped off the flock
at 38 sheep. The team plans to cull the flock
down to 35 head, breed in November, and
lamb in May 2019.
“We plan to have several different metabolism trials going on throughout the year once
the flock is solid,” said Bignar. “It will only
continue to expand and have great, uniform
animals for us to use for our trials. Also, we’ll
be able to co-graze these ewes with the cattle. Sheep will eat things that the cattle won’t,
which is beneficial for both farm maintenance and research. We can also use them for
teaching. They’re easy to handle and a safe
way for students to learn about ruminants.
We can do just about anything that we want
with this flock.”
For Philipp, Coffey, and Bignar, versatility
is key. They strive to have a variety of people working with this flock for a variety of
purposes over the years. They expect a large
return on their investment.
“Lots of people are very excited about
these sheep,” said Bignar. “People stop by
[the farm] and ask questions about the sheep
and research. These are an animal that we
can be proud of. I can’t wait to see what we’ll
have 5 years from now with this flock.” }
spring 2018
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Student Activities

Animal Science REPS UA Block & Bridle Nationally Recognized for Leadership
The Animal Science REPS (Representing,
Educating, and Promoting Scholars) had a
busy year hosting departmental events and
supply drives, promoting the Department,
and educating about animal science.
Along with hosting the Welcome Back
Bash, Animal Science Day, Faculty Appreciation Breakfast, and Awards and Scholarship
Banquet, the group also visited local schools
to enthuse students about animal science,
veterinary medicine, and agriculture. }

2018 REPS members from left: Amy Frank, Kelsey
Treichler, Holley Herndon, Shannon Leonard,
Sophia Mauldin, Bailey Carpenter, Mersady
Redding, and Kelsey Johnson. Not pictured: Amy
Frank and Shelby Lowery.

Block and Bridle is a national club that fosters the interests of college students studying
animal science and
animal agriculture.
Last fall, U of A
Block and Bridle
hosted an Association of Northwest
Arkansas
Riding
Clubs horse show, as
well as several fundraisers, including the
Fall Filet Fundraiser.
Lensey Watson
In April, the club
hosted the Razorback Classic and Cattle
for a Cause dual ring cattle show. They also
hosted another Association of Northwest
Arkansas Riding Clubs horse show, and in
May the club hosted its annual Steak Feed
fundraiser.
In March, the club was well represented at
the National Block and Bridle Club Conven-

Zena Hicks (left)with B&B advisor Janeal Yancey.

tion in Orlando, Florida. There, the club’s
previous President, Lensey Watson, was
awarded 2nd place outstanding senior for
the 2017 school year. Lensey graduated last
May and is currently attending vet school at
Mississippi State. The current U of A Block
and Bridle President, Zena Hicks, was awarded 3rd place outstanding junior for the 2017
school year. Zena is now a senior and plans
to attend Texas A&M University to pursue a
Master’s Degree in Meat Science. }

Livestock Judging Team Wins Reserve Championship Academic Quadrathlon
The U of A Livestock Judging Team won
the overall reserve championship at the Dixie National Livestock Show, the largest pro
rodeo east of the Mississippi.
In the Dixie National contest, contestants
from across the nation judged 12 classes of
cattle and gave eight sets of oral reasons
to defend their placings. Arkansas faced 14
other college teams, with Oklahoma State
winning the overall championship and Texas
A&M in third.
Bryan Kutz, U of A Livestock Judging
Team coach, said the students’ high performances gelled in a short time. He started
coaching the team in December; they earned
their reserve championship on February 10.
“I am extremely proud of them,” said
Kutz. “They all contributed and realized their
potential. I hope this will boost confidence
going forward to future competitions.”
Besides being named the Reserve Champion Team Overall, Arkansas was first place in
the Continental Division, second in the Steer
and English cattle division, third in reasons
and fourth in the Brahman Division.
Michael McFarland of Locust Grove,
8
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From left: Coach Bryan Kutz, Ted Chambers, Paul
Shanks, Bailey Corwine, Jordan Volkman, Michael
McFarland, Zane Blubaugh, Lacy Barrett, Baxter
Harrod, and Assistant Coach Blaine French.

Oklahoma led the team, winning ninth high
individual overall. McFarland was also second in Continental and fourth in English.
Bailey Corwine of Pomona, Kansas was
fifth in steers and eighth in Continental.
Zane Blubaugh of Tonkawa, Oklahoma,
was 10th overall and ninth in Brahman. Ted
Chambers of LaCygne, Kansas was seventh
in English. Jordan Volkman of Bourbon,
Missouri was fifth in Continental, and Lacy
Barrett of Gravette, Arkansas was eighth in
Steers. Also on the team were Paul Shanks
of Belle, Missouri and Baxter Harrod of
Hermitage, Arkansas. }

The Academic Quadrathlon is an animal
science competition that consists of all aspects of animal industry. The competition
consists of four parts: a practicum, oral presentation, quiz bowl, and written exam.
Several student-led teams participate in
a local competition, and the winning team
represents the University of Arkansas in the
Animal Science Southern Sectional Competition, which was held in January in Stephenville, Texas. They represented the U of
A well at the competition. The team earned
third place in both the equine and small ruminant portions of the contest.
This year’s Academic Quadrathlon team
consisted of Katelyn Barnett, Gabriel Apple,
Zoey Smith, and Tyler Hamilton. }

Team members discuss strategy at the competition.

Student Activities

UA Ranch Horse Team Wins National Title Second Year in a Row
The U of A Ranch Horse Team defended
its title as the American Stock Horse Association Division II National Champions on
April 22 in Sweetwater, Texas. The competition was remarkably high this year and the
battle for the championship came down to
the final event.
“This year was exciting because we won
the Division II National Championship last
year and were really hoping to repeat it,” said
Daniel Potter, U of A Ranch Horse Team
coach. “We didn’t know if we could take first
again because as Division II has grown, the
competition has gotten harder and harder.”

From left: Kyle Kennedy, Carson Freeman, Kaley
Collins, Coach Daniel Potter, Alexis Selman, and
Ashton Williams.

The U of A Ranch Horse Team was met
with stiff competition. Missouri State University, who trailed closely behind the U of
A, had competed and placed in Division I in
previous years.
“They’re a pretty high caliber team to
compete against, and I showed at Missouri
State when I was young, so it was pretty cool
to just barely beat them,” said Potter.
In addition to the national win, the team
obtained seven individual Top 10 class finishes, including a Reserve Championship in
Novice Working Cow-Horse by sophomore
Kaley Collins.
“Individuals competed against Division
I and Division II riders all together, so for
her to have the high score out of everybody
was really exciting for us,” said Potter. “Kaley’s confidence has really grown and she’s
become one of our strongest competitors.”
To prepare for competition season, the
team practiced together between two and
four times per week for several months at
the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center.
“I was really happy with how hard everyone was working with the competition being

at the end of the school year,” said Potter.
“Finals were stressing them and everyone
was tired, but they made it a great year.”
Potter is looking forward to another great
year in 2019. With two national wins and
new stables for the Ranch Horse Team under his belt, Potter has been able to recruit
three new very promising team members,
one of whom currently holds the title of the
National Cutting Horse Association’s Amateur of the Year. With incoming experienced
riders, the team is aiming to compete against
the nation’s best in Division I in 2019.
“It’s pretty humbling to see it all come together,” said Potter. “The UA Ranch Horse
Team didn’t even exist two and a half years
ago, but we’ve been fortunate enough to get
some good riders and some good horses,
and it got kicked off pretty quick. Usually
these things take five to ten years to build.”
Along with their numerous other awards,
the team had the privilege of bringing
home the inaugural Don Henneke Memorial Championship Trophy and successfully
representing the state and Department in national competition. }

ASGSA Hosts Inaugural Hog Trot 5K and Fun Run Fundraiser
The Animal Science Graduate Student
Association (ASGSA) held its second annual fundraiser for the Northwest Arkansas
Center for Autism on April 28th. This year’s
fundraiser was titled “Hog Trot,” an all-terrain 5K and one mile fun run at the North
Farm in Fayetteville.
Beverage stations were positioned
throughout the course, breakfast was served
after the races, and participants were provided with goodie bags with donations and
snacks from various local business sponsors.
“People were running past and stopping to
pet horses and cows. It was fun,” said ASGSA member Sarah Shelby.
Fifteen people participated in the races,
and just over $1000 was raised for the NWA
Center for Autism through registration
fees, donations, and sponsorships. ASGSA
hopes to continue its tradition of fundraising during April, which is National Autism

Awareness Month.
“We’re hoping to do a race again next year,
too,” said ASGSA President Caleb Weiss.
“We’re hoping it will be a lot larger; this year

was like our test run. It was a really good
event, and we’re pleased with how much
money we were able to donate to the NWA
Center for Autism.” }

ASGSA members and race participants pose at the Hog Trot finish line. Photo by Sarah Shelby.
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Graduate Students Present Research at Paul Noland Awards Competition
On January 24th, seven Department of
Animal Science masters and doctoral candidates presented their research at the 2018
Paul Noland Graduate Student Awards
Competition at the John W. Tyson Center of
Excellence for Poultry Science.

Elizabeth Palmer presents her research.

Paul R. Noland, who passed in 2015 at age
Lindsey’s
Retirement
91,Bill
was
an emeritus
professor ofParty
animal science at the University of Arkansas.
The competition judges students in three
areas: abstract, oral presentation, and curriculum vitae. One M.S. student and one Ph.D.
student is awarded a $750 travel stipend for
regional and national research conventions.
The winners also are selected as the Outstanding Animal Science M.S. and Ph.D. students at the annual Animal Science Awards
and Scholarship Banquet.
This year, out of the seven students who
all presented incredible research, Elizabeth
Palmer, whose research is titled “Effect of
a combination of live yeast and yeast cell
wall products supplemented before and af-

How to Join:
You automatically become a member of the
DBCAFLS Alumni Society when you become an
active member of the Arkansas Alumni Association.
Join online at http://www.arkansasalumni.org/ or
call (479) 575-2801 to become a member today.

Jase Ball presents his research.

ter weaning on heifer growth performance
and heat stress” was selected as the winning
M.S. candidate, and Jase Ball, whose research
is titled “Zinc injection as a novel castration
method in beef bulls” was selected as the
winning Ph.D. candidate. }

In small and big ways, your gifts change lives. Increasing
private gift support is critical to moving the University
of Arkansas and the state of Arkansas forward. If you
would like to join other alumni and friends to support the
Department of Animal Science at the University of Arkansas,
contact: Terry Bumgardner, Development Office, Bumpers
College, E-108 AFLS, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville,
AR 72701, 479.575.2270 or email: tbumgar@uark.edu

Tell us about yourself!

You can also submit online under the Alumni tab at Animal-Science.uark.edu!
We would like to hear how and what you’re doing. Please use this form to provide information about yourself that you would like to
see in the Alumni news section of a future Animal Science Newsletter. Also, please let us know if you would like more information
about the Animal Science Alumni Society.

U of A Degree:
B.S.
		
M.S.
		
Ph.D.

Name:
Address:

Email:
Phone:
Would you like to receive our E-Newsletter?
News:
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Year _____
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Year _____

Mail to:
Newsletter Editor
Department of Animal Science
University of Arkansas
AFLS B-114
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 or Fax to: 479-575-7294

Faculty Highlights

Dr. Jiangchao Zhao Presents at Pork Conference in Vietnam
Dr. Jiangchao Zhao presented at the 2018
High Quality Pork Congress conference
sponsored by MSD Animal Health in Da
Nang, Vietnam on March 4th. Eleven experts
in swine health and industry from around the
world were invited to present research on a
variety of pork and human-related health
topics.
The conference’s theme this year was “One
Health,” which refers to the integral relationship between human and animal health.
“There are a lot of zoonotic diseases spread
between humans and animals, so within that
umbrella, microbiome is one of the greater
topics,” said Zhao. “I talked about the animal
microbiome.”
Zhao’s talk was titled “Early-life modulation of the swine gut microbiome improves
post-weaning health and feed efficiency”.
“The idea is trying to modulate the swine
gut microbiome early, before weaning, so that
they can then develop a healthy gut microbiome sooner to improve and impact development and immunity,” said Zhao. “So what
we have found is that when we expose piglets
to the top soil of dirt, the gut microbiome
of the piglets develops faster and has higher

diversity, and after weaning they are healthier
and more efficient.”
The central idea of Zhao’s research is to
expose the unweaned piglets to the stresses
and soil microbes that are present post-weaning. As a result, the animals’ gut microbiomes
will develop faster and increase diversity and
produce an overall healthier swine. Zhao’s research team was given a $500,000 Agricultural and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) grant
for the project.
“The idea is trying to see if the microbiome changes we are seeing are a cause or effect of the trials. We are trying to establish
a causality relationship,” said Zhao. “We hypothesize that it is the cause because it makes
sense to develop the microbiome earlier to
educate the immune system to have healthy
responses to immune challenges.”
“We are also trying to understand the
whole microbiome. We want to understand
the relationship between the gut and the host.
That is a five-year project, and we are only on
year one.”
Around 200 vets, producers, academics,
and industry professionals attended the conference this year, and each presentation was

Jiangchao Zhao presents his research on the swine
microbiome in Vietnam.

translated into five different languages.
“The audience asked a lot of good questions about this project, and it looks like people are interested, which is a good sign that
there could be some industry application,”
said Zhao. “This would be great for farm
management or pharmaceuticals by either
exposing animals to the top soil or identifying helpful probiotics and giving them to the
animals before weaning. We’re looking forward to learning more during these trials. We
are happy as long as our pigs are happy and
healthy.” }

Department of Animal Science Faculty and Staff Highlights
Dr. Charles Rosenkrans has been appointed as the director
of the Bumpers College Honors Program.
As Honors Program
director, Charles leads
efforts in providing
undergraduate students
with
opportunities for
Charles Rosenkrans
experience in completing
creative or research projects leading to new
ideas and findings, connecting them with
faculty mentors for research and creative
projects, and overseeing the Honors Student
Board and Honors Mentor Program.
Dr. John Jennings received a USAFRI
grant for the amount of $20,675 from the
National Alfalfa and Forage Alliance. Fund-

John Jennings

ing is for Jenning’s research proposal titled,
“Use of Alfalfa in Crop
Rotation to Control
Herbicide
Resistant
Pigweed.” The Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative (AFRI) is the
nation’s leading competitive grants program
for agricultural sciences.

Dr. Shijun Fu from Shandong Binzhou
Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine
Academy, CN joined Dr. Huang’s lab as visiting scholar in January. Dr. Fu graduated from
Zhejiang University and received his Ph.D.
in animal nutrition and feed science in 2008.
After graduating, he has been employed
at Shandong Binzhou Animal Science and

Veterinary
Medicine
Academy in China. Fuwas granted a scholarship by the Shandong
Provincial Education
Association for International
Exchanges,
which provides him financial support during
his
stay in America.
Shijun Fu
His primary research
focuses on effect of fatty acids composition
and their balance on meat quality, efficient
utilization of local by-products as potential
feed resource, and application of probiotic
in improving feed efficiency and controlling
the environmental pollution. Huang hopes
that a long-term reciprocal academic collaboration will be established through this visiting scholar program in the future. }
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